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"Oh, that's fascinating! How, Prince?"
"This Saionji forefather, a member of the Fujiwara clan, was a very
able statesman and lived from 1171 to 1244. To display his wealth and
prestige, he built a group of luxurious buildings dedicated to Buddha,
used it as his residence, and called it Sai-on-ji. Thereafter, my ances-
tors used that title. There were already so many Fujiwara families that
individual identification by that name was difficult. Some time later
a civil war devastated the Saionji temple, but because of the scenic
beauty of that region, the Ashikaga chief acquired the property from
my forefather and built what we now know as the Golden Pavilion, as
I told you before, Okiku."
"Oh, Prince, it is like a legend. I feel as if I were living in the Heian
era. Everything in Kyoto has some historical background, hasn't it?"
Her eyes danced*
It seemed as if the long-vanished radiance of their courtship were
shining on both of them,
"Prince, do the European people you know appreciate the things of
Nippon? Like the picturesque buildings and art pieces in Kyoto? Do
you appreciate theirs?"
"It is hard for average people to do so, because there is one funda-
mental difference between die West and East."
"What is that?"
"The Westerners try to conquer Mother Nature; we attempt to
adapt ourselves to Nature. Take the example of that magnificent cathe-
dral of Notre Dame in Paris which is complete in itself and asserts the
mastery of human effort. But the Golden Pavilion would be incomplete
without the pond, the rocks and the shrubs on the site. In fact, it needs
that particular setting to give it full meaning.1*
"Prince, that's beyond me. But how about the Daibutsu in Nara
we hear so much about? Do they have bronze statues of Buddha in
France, Germany or England* fifty-three feet high?"
"Those people are not Buddhists—well, I think it is the largest in
the world today. But they are erecting a statue of 'Liberty' in New
York to be finished next yean It will be higher than the bronze statue
of Buddha in the Todaiji Temple in Nara/'
"How did you come to know about it?*'
"You see, the whole thing is a gift of the French people to America*
When I was in France the money was being raised among the people,
and the head of die statue was already exhibited at the Paris Exposition
before I left for home/*

